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ADVERTISEMENT,

S

THE following pages were not intended
for the prefs by the writer of them. They
were notes of a difcourfe which he had de-
livered, and happened to fall into the hands
of a friend and fellow-labourer, who printed
them, without permiffion, for the ufe of his
family and friends. A copy having gone
abroad, and appearing to have amoft ufeful
tendency, the author was requefted to per
mit them to be re-printed and. publifhed,
More defirous of doing good than of. ob~
taining reputation, he gave his confent.

The publication has been delayed till the
new year, as they feem fo fuitable a prefent
for youth at this period. 'May He whofe
truths they are, attend them with faving

influence !
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PsAaLM XC. 14-
O fatisfy us carly with thy mercy ; that
coe may rejoice and be glad all our
days.

'I‘ HE feafon is returned, my dear

young people, in which you

expect 1 fhould addrefs you on your

eternalinterefts, I hopewhat I have

heretofore faid to you, not only on

thefe occafions, but in the ordinary
A2
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courfe of my labours, has not been al-
together in vain. Some of you, I
hope,havealready fet your faces Sion-
ward. Happy fhould I be to fee ma-
ny more follow their example !

The words which I have read to
you exprefs the defire of Mofes the
man of God in behalf of Ifrael, and
efpecially of the rifing generation,
That generation of men which came
out of Egypt with Mofes, were moft
of them very wicked. Though God
divided the fea to fave them, and cauf-
ed manna to fall from heaven to feed
them, with many othér wonderful
works ; yet ‘they did little elfe than
provoke him by their repeated tranf-
greflions. Ten times they tempted
him in the wildernefs ; and, to com.
plete their crimes, they defpifed the
good land, and difbelieved His prom:
iles, who had engaged to put them in
pofleflion of it." The confequence
was, JEHOVAH fware in his wrath,
they fhall not enter into my reft. So
they were all, except Jofhua and
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Caleb, doomed to die in the wilder-
nefs. .On occafion of this melan-
choly fentence, the account of which
you will find in the fourteenth chap-
ter of Numbers, it is fuppofed that
Mofes the man of God wrote this
plaintive pfalm; in which he laments
over the mortality of man, and fuppli-
cates divine mercy to mitigate the
doom. * And the doom, as it refpect-
ed Ifrael, was mitigated, or at leaft
mingled with much mercy. Though
the fathers were fentenced to perifhh
in the wildernefs; yet the promife
was accomplifhed in the rifing gen-
eration. Your little ones, faid the
Loxd, which ye faid fhould be a prey,
them will Ibring in, and they fhall k
the.land which ye bave defpi
younger generation, from that time,
became the grand object of hope to
Mofes and his companions. Their
rreat bufinefs in the wildernefs for
eight and thirty years was to teach
them the good knowledge of God,
and to form their fpirit and manners
for his fervice. . How earneftly did
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Molfes pray for the Lord’s blefling
upon thefe their labours, towards the
clofe of this pfalm ! Let thy work ap-
pear unto thy [ervants, and thy glory
unto their children ; and let the beauty
of Jehovah our God be upon us : and
¢/tablifb thou the woork of our hands upon
us, yea, the work of our hands ¢ftablifh
thou it.  To the fame purpofe is the
petition which I firft read, O /fatisfy
us carly with thy mercy, that we may
refoice and be glad all our days.  Thefe
petitions too were gracioufly anfwer-
ed.  God’s work did appear to Mofes
and his affociates, and his glory to
their children, and that at an early
period.  His Spirit was richly pour-
ed forth upon the Ifraelitith youth,
The beauty of the Lord their God
was upon them, and the work of their
hands was eftablifhed. It was this
amiable generation that extorted the
admiration of Balaam himfelf: How
goodly are thy tents, O Jacob; and
thy tabernacles, O Ifrael! It was of
them that the Lord declared that
ifrael then was bolinefs to the Lord,
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and the firft fruils of bis incre
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I hope I need not fay that this pray-
er of Mofes cn behalf of the Ifraelitith
youth is expreflive of the defires of
your minifter and of your parents :
You know it is fo. O thatit may
alfo exprefs your own !

There are two things pertaining to
this fubjec which require particular
notice, namely, the object defiredy
which is an early participation of di-
vine mercy ; and the influence of fuch
a participation of mercy on the happi

nefs of future life.

I. Let us notice the objett de-
fired—This is mercy, a being fatisfi-
ed with mercy, and a being early fat-
isfied with mercy. Pay attention,
young people, to cach of thefe par
ticulars.

Tirf2. 'The grand objet thatiyou
need is mercy, the mercy of God
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againft whom you have finned. Holy
#angels worfhip God ; but this pray-
er would not fit their lips. They
are guilty and undone finners to
whom the voice of mercy is addrefl-
ed ; and fuch are you, and there-
fore it becomes you to fue for this
all-important good.  Mercy is of two
kinds, common and fpecial. Every
good we enjoy is mercy = but they
are not common mercies only, nor
chiefly, that are here defired. * They
would not have fatisfied Mofes : nor
will they fatisfy us. That which he
fought on behalf of the Ifraelitith
youth, and what we feek on behalf of
you, is faving mercy, renewing mer-
cy,forgiving mercy, &'. ; that which
Saul the perfecutor obtained, having
finned in ignorance and unbelief.

Secondly. The blefling here fought
is not only mercy, but a being fatis-
Jied with mercy, If the rifing gen-
eration among the Ifraelites obtained
mercy, Mofes and Aaron, and all
their godly affociates would feel fat.







